
 Division 22 and                                  

The Kiwanis Club of Normal 

Unanimously Endorse: 

 

Kevin I. 

McConnell 
-for-                         

I-I District 

Governor-Elect 

2008-09 

Leadership —  

Developed by Kiwanis 

 — for Kiwanis 

 

“While I take inspiration 

from the past...I live for the 

future.”     

-Ronald Reagan 
 

 

As Kiwanis Governor, Kevin will 

enthusiastically embrace the future by 

focusing on the following Kiwanis 

initiatives: 

 

 Membership Development & Retention: 
emphasize the need for club assessments (to 
improve club strength) and the need for 
membership drives that are focused and fun 

 New Club Building:  reach out to new 
communities to spread Kiwanis service, 
resulting in more hands to do service, new 
ideas, and opportunities to grow our Service 
Leadership Programs. 

 Service Leadership Programs:  emphasize 
sponsorship requirements to all clubs and 
model positive relationships at the district 
level. 

 Learning & Development:  provide 
clarity in training and goal setting, with an 
emphasis on distinguished club award as a 
job description 

 Role of District:  institute a district 
assessment to determine strengths to 
leverage and areas to improve 

 Communication:  establish a council to 
manage our growing number of outlets and 
invest in technology to assure that electronic 
messages are received and read. 

McConnell Family: 

Wife:  Jane, 
Children:  Ryan, 
Matthew, Meghan 

Jerry McConnell provides advice to Kevin as dad & Key Club Administrator in 1981 

 

Kevin I. McConnell 
Leadership—Developed by Kiwanis—for Kiwanis 

 

 

For more information, visit: 

www.normalkiwanis.org 

Kevin pinning his son, Matthew, 

at 2008 Builders Club        

charter night 

Kevin & his mother at his 

first Kiwanis Project, a St. 

Jude fundraiser in 1965 



KEVIN I. McCONNELL for 2008-09 I-I District Governor-Elect 
PERSONAL INFORMATION: 

Family: Wife, Jane (School Librarian/Builders Club Faculty Advisor ð married 21 years); children: Ryan Gerald 
(16), Paul Matthew (14 ð Builders Club Charter Member), Meghan Anne (10) 

Profession: State Farm Insurance Companies (1985 ð Present), Manager, Systems Department ð responsible for 
deployment of computer hardware upgrades to 17,000 agents and their staffs. 

Education: Bachelor of Science in Operations Management/Information Systems, Cum Laude, Bradley University 
(1985), Peoria, IL; Associate in Management, Insurance Institute of America. 

Hobbies: Coaching youth sports, following Cubs baseball and Bradley basketball, politics, and euchre. 

KIWANIS EXPERIENCE: 

Club:  Charter Member of Kiwanis Club of Normal since March, 1987; Distinguished President 

(1992-93); Charter Secretary (1987-91, Distinguished 1990-91); Bulletin Editor for three years; 
Kiwanis Advisor to University High Key Club (1994-present); Kiwanis Advisor to Holy Trinity 

Builders Club (2007-present); 2007-08 Distinguished Member.  District: Distinguished Lt. 

Governor (1993-94), District Secretary (1994-95, I-I District received Kiwanis Intlõs District Administrative 
Excellence Award), District Treasurer (2001-02 & 2005), Statistical Secretary (1996-97), Circle K Administrator 

(1997-98), International Foundation Chair (1995-96, led district to 1st place in Annual Club Gift 
Campaign), On to International Convention Chair (1999-2000), Public Relations Chair (2000-01), Finance 
and Long Range Planning Cmt. (2000-03, Chair 2002-03), Club Leadership Education Chair (2001-04), Laws 
& Regulations Chair (2005-06), District Committee on International Leadership Vice-Chair (2003-present), 

District Committee on Circle K (1992-98), District Committee on Key Club (1999-present), Club Officer Trainer 
six years, 1995 Recipient of Joseph A. Ross Award (highest award given to an advisor by the Circle K District 

Board), attended 28 Kiwanis, 29 Key Club, and 12 Circle K District Conventions.  International:  Member of 

International Cmt. ð Childrenõs Miracle Network Telethon (1998-99), Member of International Convention 
Credentials Cmt. (1996), International Convention Forum Presenter (1997), George F. Hixson Fellow 
#2397, Kiwanis International Foundation Heritage Society, attended 13 Kiwanis, 9 Key Club, and 4 Circle 

K International Conventions.  Key Club International:  Member Key Club of Peoria Woodruff HS  

(1977-1981), Key Club International Trustee  (1980-81), District Secretary (1979-80), District Bulletin Editor (1978) 

CANDIDATE STATEMENT:   

I have had the opportunity to work side-by-side with the most successful teams in recent district history. As District 
Secretary in 1994-95, I served as the Governorõs top appointment when the I-I District was the #1 district in all of Kiwanis 
International. In the 13 years that have followed, I have continued my involvement by taking on a variety of leadership 
opportunities. I have gained additional perspective on how Kiwanis has evolved and the current issues facing us.  As a 
second generation Kiwanian that has also been involved in our Service Leadership Programs, I have been around Kiwanis all 
of my life. I have had the opportunity to experience our organization as a son, a Key Club member, a Kiwanis Club officer for 
a brand new club, a district leader, a Service Leadership advisor, and as a father of a Builders club member. These experiences 
make me uniquely qualified to look at our history and (more importantly) to build a vision for the future for all parts of our 
great organization.  Kiwanis has provided me the opportunity to develop a number of competencies that I continue to use in 
my Kiwanis and professional life. My Key Club experience provided me an early opportunity to develop skills in leadership, 
team building, communication, planning, and drive for results. These skills have been refined in my professional life, and I 
have Kiwanis to thank for the strong foundation that was created for me. 

K e v i n  M c C o n n e l l                                                     
has been around 
Kiwanis all of his 
life.  His father Jerry 
McConnell was a 22 
year Kiwanian, who 
was a distinguished 
L t .  G o v e r n o r     
(1972-73).  As early 
as the age of two, 
K e v i n  w a s 
attending Kiwanis events with the South-West 
Peoria club.  Early in his life, he witnessed 
firsthand the importance of giving back to his 
community, as well as the importance of strong 
leadership at all levels of the organization. 

As Kevin entered high school, he immediately 
joined the Key Club of Woodruff HS, sponsored 
by the Kiwanis Club of Peoria.  Around the same 
time, his father was named Key Club District 
Administrator (a role he held from                     
1977-84).  Kevin held two district board positions 
prior to his election as a Trustee of Key Club 
International.  Throughout his high school years, 
he worked side-by-side with his father and other 
district Kiwanis leaders that had a positive 
influence on Kevinõs life. 

In March, 1988, Kevin was asked by Past Kiwanis 
International Vice-President Al Provasi to join a 
new club: Kiwanis Club of Normal.  That club 
celebrated its 20th Anniversary this year by 
chartering a new Builders Club at Holy Trinity 
Junior High.  Kevinõs wife (Jane) serves as Faculty 
Advisor, and his son (Matthew) is a charter 
member. 

While Jerry McConnell passed away in 1985, 
Kevinõs mother (Peggy) is an active member of the 
Suburban Peoria club.  The McConnells have 
passed down their love of Kiwanis through the 
generations, and all of those generations stand 
ready to serve with Kevin as Governor-Elect. 

A Family Tradition of Service 


